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Inthe past two fiscal yearswe' ve all had a
roughtimefinancialy in State Government.
Budget times have been tight, to put it
mildly, and there’s no end in sight to the
current austerity.

With that in mind, we have added aru-
bricto our title box (at the top of thispage).
Thishasbeen our motto at State Fleet for a
number of years:

There is no such thing as government
money. Thereisonly taxpayer money.

We follow this motto in every aspect of
our business at State Fleet, no matter how
small. We use recycled toner and ink car-
tridges for our printers, keep our comput-
ersuntil they areon their last legs, and per-
form every maintenance service scrupu-
lously, to ensure that vehicles can be oper-
ated with maximum reliability.

We have always strivento be leadersin
this area of government. After all, money
doesn’t just grow ontrees: every penny we
receivein State (or any) government came
from the sweat of some working person’s
brow. We should always treat that money
with respect and spend it reponsibly, with

| nside Focus on Fleet:

» SFM Website goeslive (3)

even greater care than wewould spend our
own. The peoplewho elect our representa-
tivesand other government official sexpect
good stewardship of their resources.

Other items in this issue include an in-
formative article about Fleet Safety Officer
Ron Tvorik’s trip to the Michelin Proving
Grounds in Laurens County, South Caro-
lina. Ron had the privilege of participating
in some high-level safety training and con-
tributes this report of the events.

Alsointhisissueisavery special story
about the military veterans who are part of
the State Fleet Management family. (Of
coursethisincludesme; many of you know
that | am aretired soldier.)

We have also posted in this issue the
detailsof State Fleet’ snew Web site, which
went livetheweek of 23 June, and the dates
for our popular Van Driver Safety Course
over the new fiscal year.

With that in mind, no matter what hap-
pens...

...Y'all be safe out therel!
—Gerald W. Calk
Sate Fleet Manager

»  Focuson Safety: at the Michelin testing track (p. 2)

*  War Stories (pp. 1, 3)

*  Van Driver Safety Course Datesfor FY 2004 (p. 4)

As we approach Independence Day, and
with Memorial Day still freshin our minds,
we at State Fleet are reminded of our mili-
tary friends, family and work colleagues.

This isn't too hard at State Fleet, be-
cause a number of our colleagues are re-
tired military or reserves. Bob Bonner (who
isnow retired from State Fleet), Gerry Calk,
Tony Jones, Bill Page and Elease Portee all
have arecord of serviceintheU.S. military.

Gerry Calk, State Fleet Manager
Gerry Calk left high school early at age
17tojointhe Army. When heretired from

(continued on page 3)
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Focus on Safety

A student drives a Ford Mustang with underinflated rear tires on the Michelin test track

On March 19, 2003, a group of employees
from the SC Department of Transportation
had the opportunity to drive on the test
track at the Michelin Proving Groundsin
Laurens County. AsState Fleet Safety Of-
ficer, | wasinvited to accompany thegroup
for the hands-on demonstrations of brak-
ing and vehicle handling. The fact that it
was raining was no obstacle since two of
the three exercises we did had sprinkling
systems to ensure slick conditions.

As the folks at Michelin stressed, the
tireisthe only part of the vehicle touching
the pavement, and they support thousands

of pounds. Looking at (inspecting) your
tires can clue you in on potential dangers
— thingslike determining safe tread, bald-
ing, uneven wear, damage and the need for
realignment or replacement. Theinstructors
reminded us that if your tire looks low on
air, it is probably in a single digit for PSI.
Using atire gauge is the only way to be
sure of tire pressure.

My first exercise consisted of driving
two identical Ford Mustangs on a special
track designed with sharp curves and doz-
ensof water sprinklers. Thetiresof thefirst
car were inflated to the proper pressure;
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the second car’ stireshad only 20 PSI inthe
rear tires. Therewasan unbelievablediffer-
encein control. Our instructors pushed us
to ensure we would experience losing con-
trol of the vehicle. Maximum speed on the
straightaway and hard ABS braking just
before sharp curves were the rule of the
day. The techniques they taught us really
worked with proper tireinflation.

The second exercise consisted of driv-
ing on alarge oval in wet conditions. We
were asked to keep the vehicle on a solid
yellow line on the inside of the oval. The
first vehicle | drove had good rear tires as
compared to the second vehicle with poor
rear tires. Asin the previous exercise, our
instructor pushed us beyond our comfort
level. As we all know, slamming on the
brakes is not always the way to prevent a
mishap: correct steering isakey factor. This
is truly “seat of the pants” driving. You
become one with the vehicle for accelera-
tion, braking and steering.

Thethird and final exercise consisted of
atireblowout at high speed. A blasting cap
was connected to C-4 explosive secured to
the tire. Inside the vehicle, the instructor
had a control device to blow thetire at an
unexpected moment. Thefirst blowout was
on the left rear tire of an SUV traveling 55
MPH intherain. The second timearound, it
was the left front tire of a Ford Crown
Victoria, again over 50 MPH. In this exer-
cisewelearned anew method for handling
ablowout. The new approach isto step all
the way down on the accel erator, then im-
mediately lift up the pedal, all whilekeeping
the steering wheel steady. The brief accel-
eration givesthe car additional momentum
and helps keep it under control long
enough to pull over and gently apply the
brakes. Thistechniqueworksfor both front
and rear blowouts.

Thiswasan educational and worthwhile
experience and | thank Terecia Wilson,
Safety Director of the SC Department of
Transportation, for inviting meto attend.

For more information on the Fleet
Safety Program, contact Ron Tvorik at
803-737-1602.
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War Sories, continued

the Army in 1986, hehad earned aMaster’s
Degree in Business Administration from
Boston University.

Some of the things Gerry liked about
military life were the clean lines of commu-
nication, the varied locations and assign-
ments, and “the feeling | was doing some-
thing important.” He also noted that the
Army is“the ultimate meritocracy.”

Among hisdecorationswereaMeritori-
ous Service Award and three Army Com-
mendation medals. On an interesting note,
Gerry once pulled guard duty at Spandau
prison in Berlin, where he kept watch over
Rudolf Hess, Baldur von Schirach and
Albert Speer — at that time, the prison’s
only surviving inmates.

Bill Page

State Fleet Maintenance Manager Bill
Page also spent roughly 20 yearsintheUS
Army, retiring in 1978 as a Chief Warrant
Officer, arank he had held for many years.
A Warrant Officer is“warranted” rather than
commissioned, as an officer is; it falls be-
tween the enlisted ranks and the officers’
corps.

“It's the best rank in the Army,” says
Mr. Page. “No one would question you
because you were a recognized technical
expert in your field.”

Bill liked “ many, many things” about the
Army. He enjoyed the varied jobs, from
mechanic to procurement officer. One un-
usual assignment for the Procurement Of-
fice in Viet Nam required him to come up
with aprocess for making dehydrated rice.
Bill served in anumber of overseasassign-
ments, including Germany, the Dominican
Republic, and two toursin Viet Nam.

Elease Portee

Lt. Col. Elease Portee (USAR) was part of
the last class to enter the Women’'s Army
Corps (WAC) in 1975. Before 1974, women
were not allowed to participate in the Re-
serve Officer Training Corps (ROTC), so
Elease had to come in through the WAC.
(TheU.S. Military Academy would not open
its doors to women until 1976.)

This Columbianative and Benedict Col-
lege alumna served eight years on active
duty before going on reserve status.
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As detailed in the Summer 2002 Focus
on Fleet, Lt. Col. Portee served a special
tour of duty at the Pentagon shortly after
September 11th, 2001. Shewascalled up to
serve on the Crisis Action Team (CAT) at
the Army Operations Center from Novem-
ber 2001 to March 2002. These units mobi-
lized reserve unitsand personnel for active
duty to support Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Noble Eagle.

“1 liked serving,” saysLt. Col. Portee. “|
felt good about it because | felt | needed to
do something after 9-11. | felt proud to serve
again at atime of need.”

Bob Bonner

Former Executive Manager of Operations
Bob Bonner servedintheAlabamaNational
Guard from 1959 to 1965 before accepting a
commissionintheU.S. Army in 1965, upon
graduation from Auburn University. Here-
tired in 1985 asamajor.

He served in the Dominican Republicin
the 1965 conflict, two “short tours” in Viet-
nam, and in Thailand and Germany. In Ger-
many he was involved in logistical plan-
ningfor SACEUR (SupremeAllied Command
Europe). He was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal for his service in Thai-
land and the Bronze Star for servicein Viet-
nam.

Bob enjoyed the variety of work in the
Army. “By the time you got tired of one

assignment, it wastimefor anew one.” He
also mentioned the tremendous responsi-
bilities laid on young people in the armed
services.

Tony Jones

CVRP Contract Specialist Tony Joneswent
into the US Army in 1976 and retired as a
Master Sergeant (E-8) in 1996; he came to
work for State Fleet in 1998. Tony served
two extended toursin Germany, ashort tour
in Korea, and shorter assignmentsin Greece
and Japan.

The best thing about the Army, says
Tony, is the availability of education.
“There’ san opportunity thereto get agood
quality education. Y ou just havetotakethe
initiative to go out and get it.” Tony also
saysthe Army “opened up other opportu-
nities | would never have had in civilian
life”

During his career, Tony earned a Meri-
torious Service medal, numerous Army
Achievement citations, and two Army Com-
mendation medals. Summing up his experi-
ence, he said:

“I have no regrets in serving my coun-
try, good or bad. | would be morethan happy
todoitall again.”

Editor’sNote: Mr. Bonner retired from
Sate Fleet in November 2002, but this
article was struck fromthe Fall 2002
issue of Focus on Fleet.

New SFM Site GoesLive

Since 1998, State Fleet Management hasled
the way among State agencies in terms of
Web content. As promised in the last is-
sue, State Fleet’ sWeb site hasadded some
important features. Most important of all,
the site is now organized to make it easier
for usersto find information.

Here are some of the new or improved
features:

e Morefillable onlineforms.
* Apagelisting all SFM services.

* A Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ) page.

» Alinktoalist of stations accepting
the Wright Express Card.
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e Comprehensive information about
the State Fuel Card program.

»  Complete information about the State
Fleet Safety Program, including a
training schedule.

Special thanks to Doug Smoak, General
Services Division Webmaster, for his hard
work on this project, and congratul ations
to SFM representatives Teresa Duncan,
Peggy Kirkland, Rob Malpass and Keith
Watts.

For more information about the State
Fleet Web site, contact Jonathan Eason at
803.737.1239. Visit the site at http://
WwWw.ogs.state.sc.us/statefl eet .
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Van Driver’s Safety

Course

Dates Announced for FY 2004
TheVan Driver’s Safety course hasproven
very popular with our customers who own
or |lease fifteen-passenger vans.

The course will be given ten times in
FY 2004, once each month except October
and December 2003. The course meetsfrom
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Criminal Justice
Academy on Broad River Road in Colum-
bia

It is possible, that more training dates
will be added during the course of thefiscal
year, but it is far from certain. Register as
soon as possible to ensure that you will
have aplace in the course.

For more information about the Van
Driver’'s Safety Course, or about Fleet
Safety in general, contact Ron Tvorik, State
Fleet Safety Officer, at 803-737-1602.

Thecoursewill beoffered onthefollow-
ing dates. As always, the cost is $25.00.

* 18 July 2003

» 8 August 2003

* 19 September 2003
» 21 November 2003
* 16 January 2004
27 February 2004

» 5March 2004

* 9April 2004

e 21 May 2004

* 11 June 2004

Check out State Fleet Management’s
Web site at

http://www.ogs.state.sc.us/statefl eet

for the latest information on Driver
Training, including the Van Driver’'s Safety
Course, the DDC-4 and DDC-8, and defen-
sivedriving courses offered by other agen-
ciesand at other locationsthroughout South
Carolina

Coming in the Fall 2003 Focuson Fleet:

» Many exciting and interesting stories!

* Focus on Safety
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